
“A Continuing Learning Experience”       September  2025 Volume XLVI Number 11

Mentoring: The Heart of ... Continued on Page 2President’s ... Continued on Page 2

President’s Message
By Vickie Hite, President, OLLI-CSUF

Here we are at the end of our academic year. For all of 
our volunteers, it is the start of our mini-vacation: A time 

for a little rest and revitalization, 
which adds to our overall 
wellbeing and creativity. OLLI-
CSUF has had an amazing year; 
and this is all due to the efforts of 
our volunteers and office staff.

Our OLLI community reached 
1,250 members this year with 
almost 300 new members; that 
is a great revitalization of our 

membership base. Bill Sampson, Debbie Maxwell and 
Bob Kovacev worked diligently to inform and attract 
members to our program. Our hope this year is to hit 
1,450 members. This will be achieved with your help — 
“Tell a Friend!”

The efforts by our volunteers have created a buzz 
about OLLI that is hard to deny and exciting. Our 
Eclectics course had some great speakers this year, 
topped off with a standing room only presentation by 
Erwin Chemerinsky, Dean of UC Berkeley School 
of Law, along with an astronaut and the son of a mob 
boss. Now that is “eclectic!” Thank you, Barbara Rosen  
and Britt Wachsman.

Our social events have been well attended. The 
Hospitality Committee, headed by Lisa Sewell, had very 
successful turnouts and the May music recital was another 
great success. We thanks to Rayleen Williams, Renee 
Cabrera, Tom Hut and Marge Osborn. Betty Redmond is 
working on an event for next year that will be a feather in 
her cap and for OLLI as well — stay tuned.

I want to thank the OLLI Board of Trustees for all of 
their hard work and dedication this year. This group is 
working hard to push OLLI forward into a strong future. I 
would like to thank the newly created Strategic Marketing 
Committee for their efforts to help recruit new members. 
Their continued efforts next year will help us reach our 
long-term goals. I look forward to our next meeting 
when Susan Snell and Ed Batson will help us analyze our 

Mentoring: The Heart of My Retirement
By William Clark, CSUF Alumni Association Lifetime 

Member and OLLI Collaboration Mentor

Rediscovering Purpose in 
Retirement

   When I retired several years 
ago, visions of travel, long 
afternoons with books and finally 
tackling home improvement 
projects filled my mind. Yet, it 
was something unexpected — and 
deeply meaningful — that would 
come to define this chapter of my life: returning to my 
alma mater, Cal State Fullerton, not in body, but in spirit 
and purpose.

Mentoring Through Project LIFE and I Am First
   Over the past five years, as a member of the OLLI 

Collaboration team, I have had the privilege of mentoring 
72 students through two outstanding programs: Project 
LIFE”, a partnership between OLLI-CSUF Collaboration 
and the CSUF Aging Studies Department’s “Introduction 
to Gerontology” course and, more recently, the CSUF 
Alumni Association’s “I Am First” Program. This program 
matches alumni mentors with first-generation college 
students navigating the final stretch of their academic 
journey at Cal State Fullerton.

Intergenerational Journeys and Mutual Growth
   Each student I mentor brings unique energy, courage 

and determination. Many are trailblazers, the first in their 
families to attend college. Some balance multiple jobs, 
coursework and family responsibilities, all in pursuit of 
a brighter future. Our conversations span topics such 
as career planning, graduate school applications, wage 
negotiations, work-life balance and even retirement 
savings (yes, they are already thinking that far ahead!).

   What astonishes me most is how quickly these 
mentoring sessions become two-way streets of learning. 
While I might offer advice and perspective, these 
remarkable students give me a glimpse into the passions, 
challenges and culture of a new generation.
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marketing results for the Open House. Thanks also to Fran 
Colwell, our Chair for the Development and Philanthropy 
Committee, for helping to create the strongest fundraising 
drive since CLE. Our members and volunteers are generous 
with their time, creativeness and financial support. I know 
that members don’t like to receive too many emails, but 
I want to thank the Communications group for keeping 
our members informed about OLLI classes and events. 
Thanks also to Jill Patterson and Sue Batie for pulling 
together our Blue Books three times yearly. A big thank 
you to the Blue Book section editors whose timely efforts 
keep our course catalog up to date. Chris Shaw, thank you 
and your team for producing the ChroniCLE 10 times this 
year. Your publication is always highly anticipated.

When I started this message, it was not my intention 
to turn it into a thank you note, but I felt it necessary to 
acknowledge the group of OLLI members who help to 
drive our organization. Nothing happens without them.

President’s message ... Continued from Page 1

Mentoring: The Heart ... Continued from Page 1
Bridging Generations Through Music 

    and Conversation
   Sometimes, I surprise my mentees with my taste in 

music — often drawn from their own playlists. Whether 
it is “Hot to Go” by Chappell Roan or Rihanna’s “Love 
on the Brain,” music becomes a point of connection and 
discovery. In turn, they are curious about the melodies 
and stories that shaped my own youth. These exchanges 
spark laughter, understanding and the realization that age 
is never a barrier to friendship.

Wisdom Without Boundaries
   Through mentoring, I have come to appreciate that 

wisdom is not a one-way transfer. Decades of experience 
in public service and leadership have their place, but it is 
the resilience, adaptability and hope of these students that 
often teach me the most. Our relationships are a testament 
to the vitality and promise of Cal State Fullerton, which 
only grows stronger and more supportive with time.

A Call to Fellow OLLI Members
   Mentoring has filled my retirement with richness and 

purpose. It is a daily reminder that retirement is not just 
an ending, it is a new beginning, opportunity to give back, 
build connections and help shape the next generation of 
leaders and thinkers.

   To my fellow OLLI members: if you are seeking a 
way to stay engaged, stay inspired and discover a great 
new pop song, I encourage you to become a mentor. You 
may find, as I have, that the most enduring legacy is not 
found in personal achievements, but in the encouragement 
we give and the lives we touch along the way.

   For more information about OLLI-CSUF Collaboration 
opportunities, contact Sue Mullaly, Collaboration 
Committee Chair, at Smullaly@csu.fullerton.edu, or 
click here to learn more about OLLI Collaboration.

   The author, William Clark, is also available at 
jrt1618@sbcglobal.net or call 714-726-2848 if you want 
to discuss his experiences in mentoring with him.

OLLI in the News:  
Donna Spradlin’s Bequest to CSUF

 By Chris Shaw, Editor

 Donna Spradlin, who is currently an OLLI 90+ 
Club member, long-time photographer for OLLI, super-
volunteer with the Hospitality Committee for many years 
and wife to OLLI’s late Past President Kirt Spradlin, 
gifted their home to Cal State Fullerton as a living bequest 
to support scholarships for students pursuing the fields of 
Aging Studies and English.

The full story ran in the CSUF News, titled “Alum and 
Late Husband Gift Their Home to Cal State Fullerton,” on 
July 24. You can access the story by CLICKING HERE.

https://forms.gle/GM7WEvjAzMaRGivy7
https://news.fullerton.edu/2025/07/alum-and-late-husband-gift-their-home-to-cal-state-fullerton/
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Vice President External Relations
Bill Sampson

 By Chris Shaw, Editor and Bill Sampson, 
Vice President External Relations

Auditing CSUF Courses ... Continued on Page 4

Bill Sampson was elected 
Vice President - External 
Relations in April 2024 to 
serve a two-year term on 
OLLI’s Board of Trustees.

   Bill was born in Chicago 
and moved with his family to 
California in 1960, graduating 
from UCLA, He began his 
career as a manufacturer’s representative for various 
home décor companies for the next 38 years, ending with 
his retirement from Hunter Douglas Window Fashions in 
2012. He then spent several years doing consulting work 
for various companies, finally retiring again in 2019, 
when he joined OLLI.

   Bill has volunteered as a member of the Trips 
Committee where he has coordinated trips to LAX airport, 
the Rose Parade and The Hollywood Bowl, among  
other trips.

   Bill has served on the Board of Trustees as a Trustee 
at Large, Vice President Membership and Vice President 
Administration.

   Bill’s current responsibilities as VP External Relations 
include university liaison, research grants, the Speakers 
Bureau, OLLI-CSUF Collaboration, long range planning, 
external relations and publicity, and membership 
recruitment.

   Bill maintains a strong relationships between 
OLLI and the University by reaching out to the CSUF 
community to ensure that administrators, faculty and staff 
know about our programs and by meeting with the deans 
from the various CSUF schools on campus. This dovetails 
with his oversight of the OLLI-CSUF Collaboration 
Program, which is run by Sue Mullaly, Chair of the OLLI-
CSUF Collaboration Committee.

   OLLI is an important and integral part of the CSUF 
campus, and OLLI’s Collaboration Program is one of the 
most well-known ways OLLI members can get involved 
on campus. Through Collaboration, OLLI members act 
as test subjects for CSUF student projects, share our 

life experiences by sitting on panels, mentor individuals 
and teams of students in many of CSUF’s schools, 
guest-lecture in CSUF courses, act as judges for student 
competitions, help students launch new businesses, coach 
classes, provide opportunities for students to perform in 
front of live audiences, help with job fairs, participate in 
conferences, volunteer as docents and tutor students.

   Bill is responsible for promotional strategies, 
brochures, advertisements and marketing brochures and 
coordinating media releases and advertising to promote 
OLLI’s Fall Open House and membership in OLLI-CSUF.

   As part of OLLI’s promotional strategies, Bill 
coordinates OLLI’s outreach programs, both to the Cal 
State Fullerton community and to the greater off-campus 
community at large: to familiarize them with OLLI and 
its mission and to recruit new members for OLLI. Bill 
uses the Speakers Bureau to make presentations during 
appearances of OLLI’s performing groups and conduct 
speaking engagements at retirement fairs, organizations 
and retirement communities, discussing retirement issues 
and the benefits of OLLI membership.

   “Bill has served on the Board of 
Trustees as a Trustee at Large,  

Vice President Membership and Vice 
President Administration.”

Auditing CSUF Courses for Free
An Often-Overlooked OLLI Benefit

By Chris Shaw, Editor

   One of the most valuable OLLI benefits is the 
privilege to audit any Cal State Fullerton course, free 
of any tuition fees, with the instructor’s permission and 
approval from the OLLI O ffice. OLLI members don’t 
receive any official, academic credit from the University, 
but they enjoy the benefit of a world-class education, 
participating with university students.

   CSUF’s fall semester classes start on August 25, 
2025, so if you want to audit a University class, you 
need to start the application process right away. You must 
enroll through OLLI.

   The deadline to submit your application to the 
OLLI office is Friday, August 15.

   Go to the OLLI website at http://olli.fullerton.edu 
and click on AUDITNG CLASSES for step-by-step 
instructions to enroll through the OLLI O      ffice.

• The first step is to find courses of interest in the
catalog. The OLLI webpage provides links to the CSUF 
course catalog and schedule of classes for each semester.

• The next step is to access the schedule of classes
to find specific classes and their Zoom meeting times. 
Using CSUF’s schedule of classes can be daunting, so 

http://olli.fullerton.edu/more_info/AuditingCSUFClasses_2.php
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Auditing CSUF Courses... Continued from Page 3

the OLLI website gives detailed instructions on how to 
navigate through it.

• You will be asked to complete a form, including
your email address, and submit it to the OLLI Office at 
olli-info@fullerton.edu.

• The OLLI Office will obtain instructor approval
to attend your course(s) of choice. If approved, you 
will receive confirmation from the instructor, and later, 
information on how to access the class.

   Many instructors use CSUF’s online learning 
management system, Canvas, to post handouts and 
assignments and communicate with their students. This 
system is also used to provide links to virtual classes. See 
OLLI’s Auditing Classes webpage for more details.

   OLLI members have found that when auditing CSUF 
courses, you really need to buy the books. Most, but not 
all, instructors will let you slide on homework and exams, 
but you may want to do the work in order to participate 
fully and gauge how well you are learning the material.

   OLLI members have found also that they were 
encouraged to ask questions and participate in class 
discussions. This is good news — we all know OLLI 
members like to ask questions and offer their thoughts in 
class. I believe that OLLI members bring wisdom from 
their careers and life experiences that can add significantly 
to class discussions and benefit the young CSUF students.

   Our members have found CSUF instructors to be 
insightful and their courses to be challenging. The books 
may not be cheap, but the value of this level of instruction 
goes way beyond the cost, especially when you consider 
you pay no tuition. 

Make a Difference That Lasts a 
Lifetime — and Beyond

 Support What You Love: Easy Ways to Give 
Back to OLLI-CSUF

   If OLLI-CSUF has brought meaning, friendship or 
inspiration into your life, there are simple ways you can 
give back and help ensure that others enjoy the same 
experience — now and in the future. Whether you’re 
looking to make a tax-smart gift today or plan a legacy 
for tomorrow, there are flexible options to fit your goals 
and your generosity.

Giving Now: Make a Difference Today 
(and Enjoy Tax Benefits)

   There are two easy and popular ways to support 

Make a Difference... Continuation

OLLI-CSUF during your lifetime that may also provide 
you with tax advantages:

1. IRA Qualified Charitable Distribution (QCD)
If you’re 70½ or older, you can donate directly from 

your IRA — up to $105,000 per year (or $210,000 for 
couples) — and it counts toward your Required Minimum 
Distribution (RMD) without adding to your taxable 
income. It’s a simple process that starts with contacting 

your IRA custodian. Learn more about QCDs HERE
2. Charitable Gift Annuity (CGA)

Want to turn low-yield assets like CDs into a gift that 
pays you back? A CGA lets you make a charitable gift 
and receive fixed income for life. Current rates are very 
favorable — for example, a 75-year-old could receive 7% 
annually for life. Plus, you get a charitable tax deduction. 
Learn more about CGAs HERE.

Giving Later: Plan Now, Give in the Future 
   If you’d prefer to make your gift after your lifetime, 

here are two simple ways to leave a legacy, without 
impacting your finances today:

1. Charitable Beneficiary Designation
You can name OLLI-CSUF as a beneficiary o f your 

retirement account, life insurance policy or other assets. 
This is as easy as filling out a form from your financial 
institution, and you’ll retain full control of your assets 
during your lifetime. Learn more about Beneficiary 
Designations HERE.

2. Charitable Bequest
Including OLLI-CSUF in your will or living trust is a 

powerful way to support future learners. You can specify 
a dollar amount or a percentage of your estate, whatever 
feels right for you. Talk to your estate planning attorney to 
get started. Learn more about Charitable Bequests HERE.

   All planned gifts to OLLI-CSUF are coordinated 
through University Advancement. If you’re thinking 
about how to make a lasting impact, we’d love to help 
you explore your options.

   Please contact us at hroussel@fullerton.edu to learn 
more or start the conversation.

   OLLI is offering an “Estate Planning and Charitable 
Giving” online webinar three times during the fall semester. 
You can choose any one of these dates: September 11, 
October 17 or November 13. See the Blue Book for more 
information. Also, watch the OLLI newsletters for an 
announcement of a one-time, in-person seminar in the fall 
that is not in the Blue Book.

https://csufplannedgift.org/?pageID=158
https://csufplannedgift.org/?pageID=12
https://csufplannedgift.org/?pageID=169
https://csufplannedgift.org/?pageID=166
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A Star-Spangled Celebration:  
June 21, 2025
Photos by Jim Di Tota
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Collaboration Steering Committee 
Meeting 2025

The OLLI-CSUF Collaboration Program hosts an annual 
Collaboration Steering Committee meeting each year, attended 
by the associate deans from CSUF’s nine colleges, the Deputy 
Provost of Academic Affairs, select CSUF partners, the 
OLLI Executive Director, 10 OLLI Board members and 10 
Collaboration members, chaired by Sue Mullaly.

   This year’s meeting was held on Monday, June 30. The 
gathering provided an opportunity to renew or establish new 
partnerships while reviewing the Collaboration activities from 
July 2024 through June 2025. During this time, OLLI volunteers 
assisted more than 1,600 students and faculty members by 
contributing more than 2,000 hours of service.

   Since its inception in January 2024, donations from 
OLLI members to CSUF’s Student Basic Needs Program have 
included over 2,500 pounds of food (2,000 items) to the CSUF 
Pantry, 2,050 items of clothing to Tuffy’s Career Closet, nearly 
1,400 hygiene products to Basic Needs Services, and 160 
packages of primarily craft supplies to the Children’s Center.

   The OLLI Collaboration partnership with CSUF offers 
numerous benefits to both OLLI’s retired members and 
CSUF’s students. It promotes a sense of purpose and well-
being for our older adults while enriching students’ educational 
experiences and career preparedness. Over the past 15 years, 
through meaningful intergenerational exchanges and various 
collaborative activities, the OLLI-CSUF Collaboration Program 
has had the privilege of supporting student success as a vibrant 
and supportive member of the university community.

   A light lunch was followed by a breakout session with 

CSUF attendees and OLLI members discussing new ways to 
enhance our intergenerational approach to supporting student 
success.

   Collaboration members with many different life experiences 
contribute their time and generous hearts in five key areas of 
volunteering:

1. Mentoring - One-on-One Students and/ 
         or Student  Teams.

2. Panels, Focus Groups, Judging, Research Participants.
3. Soft Skills/Career Skills Development -  

         One-on-One or Workshops.
4. Conversation and Writing Skills Practice.
5. Sharing Life or Professional Experiences.

   The OLLI Collaboration Team welcomes all OLLI 
members to learn more about the fulfilling opportunities to 
participate in CSUF student success!

   For more information about OLLI-CSUF Collaboration 
opportunities, contact Sue Mullaly, Collaboration Committee 
Chair, at Smullaly@csu.fullerton.edu, or click here to learn 
more about OLLI Collaboration.

New Programs in the Fall Curriculum
 These nine, new programs are included in the  

fall 2025 semester curriculum.
   
You can find the entire semester’s class or event 

meeting schedules for these new programs in the Fall Blue 
Book and on the OLLI website (under Classes/Activities 
and under Calendars). Weekly meeting schedules are also 
available in the weekly Class Information and Updates 
Newsletters and the announcements display in the lobby 
of the Shapiro Wing.

  
 Check the full program descriptions in the Blue 

Book or OLLI website for possible pre-registration or 
prerequisite requirements, and watch the newsletters in 
case there are last-minute schedule changes or meeting 
cancellations.

Shelf-Aware:Banned/
Challenged Books

   Have you ever been curious about books which are 
challenged and banned? If so, please join us in this new 
course, called “Shelf-Aware,” which will focus on some 
of our most beloved literary works. We’ll learn details 
about the reasons behind these threatened publications. 
We will dive deeply, exploring and appreciating picture 
books, chapter books, young adult books and adult books. 
The instructor/coordinator is Andrea Tarr.

Learn to Play Recorder
   Come join us to learn how to play the recorder. It is 

one of the easiest instruments to learn and play. Even if 
you have breathing issues, you will be able to produce 
music easily. And it is good for your health, too. (The NIH 

https://forms.gle/GM7WEvjAzMaRGivy7
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has shown that playing an instrument can lower the risk of 
cognitive impairment.) The ability to read music is a plus, 
but not necessary. We will teach you. You can buy a very 
good recorder online for under $15. You will also need 
to purchase the book Essential Elements for Recorder 
published by Hal Leonard Corporation. It is available 
online for about $6. Other music will be provided.  
Get ready to experience the joy of making music!

If you know how to play, join us. In a short while, we 
will be playing all kinds of fun music—folk, popular, 
oldies and more. The instructor is Charlotte Lynch and 
the coordinator is Penny Bowman.

Spanish Conversation
   This class will be offered to students who have a 

basic ability to communicate in Spanish and who want to 
improve their oral skills. While grammar, vocabulary and 
writing are provided in other classes, the objective of this 
class is to develop the most difficult aspect of a language, 
which is speaking without extensive preparation. 
Vocabulary, attention to pronunciation and usage of 
proper grammar will be expanded during this course. The 
class topics will be varied and include conversations about 
selected articles, movies, documentaries and themes in 
which students discuss their views and understanding in 
Spanish. Students may be assigned to groups to argue for 
or against an idea or concept. The instructors/coordinators 
are Suzi Attal and Lu Attal.

Italian Renaissance and Beyond: 
Venice

   This course delves into various aspects of Italian 
civilization during the Renaissance and slightly beyond. It 
is interdisciplinary, integrating multiple disciplines such 
as history, visual arts, music, literature and government to 
provide a well-rounded picture of the era. The fall semester 
will focus on the Republic of Venice during its Golden 
Age, from the 1400s to 1600s. What made the Republic 
of Venice one of the most splendid cities of the European 
Renaissance? What contributed to its fall? Examples of 
Venetian documents provide extensive information about 
this fascinating city and enlighten us about how history is 
written. Through audio and visual material, we will learn 
about various events and trends discovering how they 
influenced other areas of life, resulting in “aha” moments 
for students as they make connections and understand 
how each aspect affects everything else. The instructor is 
Giulio Ongaro, and the coordinator is Cheryl Ongaro.

Artificial Intelligence (AI) Basics 
for the Curious

   This course introduces OLLI members to the fast-
evolving world of Artificial Intelligence (AI) in an 
accessible and engaging format. Designed for learners 
across a range of  tech confidence levels, the course 
explores where AI shows up in everyday life and where 
it’s headed next. Topics include The basics of AI, Getting 
started with ChatGPT and voice assistants,  Understanding 
AI’s impact on privacy, creativity and ethical decision-
making. Participants will also learn how to use AI tools for 
writing, researching, organizing etc. Each class includes 
a brief segment of hands-on implementation. Drawing 
from his teaching experience in OLLI tech courses and 
support roles in AI workshops, Danny Torres brings 
a hands-on, learner-friendly approach to the material. 
Special note: Participants are encouraged to bring an 
internet-connected device (smartphone, tablet, or laptop) 
for in-class practice, with campus access via SIM or the 
Eduroam Wi-Fi network. The instructor/coordinator is 
Danny Torres.

Cybersecurity Essentials  
for Seniors

   Older adults are becoming increasingly vulnerable 
to cyberattacks, making them prime targets for various 
forms of online exploitation. In collaboration with CSUF’s 
Orange County Cyber Innovation Clinic (OCCIC), OLLI 
members will learn practical skills to protect themselves 
and their devices (phones, tablets and computers). Specific 
threats such as phishing, vishing and smishing scams, 
financial fraud and malicious software will be discussed, 
and attendees will learn how to protect themselves. 
The interactive lecture and workshop will focus on 
these common cyber threats. Attendees will watch live 
demonstrations and participate in interactive exercises on 
their own devices to help them recognize these threats. 
Weaknesses will be identified, and highly rated products 
may be recommended to strengthen the device’s security. 
This course is taught by CSUF industry-certified CSUF 
students and overseen by CSUF faculty. Register for 
both sessions using TouchNet so that adequate support 

New Programs... Continued from Page 6
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may be provided. See the weekly OLLI newsletters for 
more information. The instructors are OCCIC Industry-
Certified CSUF Students, and the coordinators are Tom 
LaCasa, Roz Charles, Danny Torres and Paul Herrick.

It’s Not Easy Being Green
   Each class will focus on a case study of a proposed 

or completed green energy project. We will begin with 
a video and/or brief instructor presentation describing 
the project. The remainder of the class will be a group 
discussion of the issues and opportunities of the project 
from a wide variety of disciplines including underlying 
science, cost/benefits, “well to wheels” environmental 
impact (reviewing a project throughout its lifecycle), 
technological viability, social 
acceptance and political 
impact. Some possible 
topics include: Rooftop and 
Grid Scale Solar Electricity 
Generation, Household and 
Grid Scale Energy Storage 
Using Batteries, Electrically 
Driven Cars/Trucks/Ships/
Planes and Fresh Water 
Generation From Desalination of Seawater. The instructor 
is Rick Hearn, and the coordinator is Susan Hanna.

Moses: An Unlikely Character
   Historical proofs for Moses’ existence and that of the 

Exodus have been elusive. In this course, we’ll present 
the improbability that Moses was a historical figure. 
Instead, we’ll explore Moses as an amalgam of folkloric 
influences and editorial strategies used to create the 
literary centerpiece of Israelite identity. To do so, we’ll 
parse (deconstruct) the Moses narrative from within, 
introducing its historical, linguistic (but you need not 
know any Hebrew) and storyboard incongruities. We’ll 
also address the story’s external structure to establish that 
a figure internal to the narrative could not have authored 
it. Beyond folklore, the Moses story will be offered as 
a wisdom tale that uses 
motifs standard in the 
ancient Near East; we’ll 
investigate the ways in 
which the Moses story 
has been rewritten and 
repurposed to satisfy 
biblical and non-biblical 
agendas. Please pre-read 
the books of Exodus, 

New Programs... Continued from Page 7 Numbers and Deuteronomy. Bring a Bible (your 
choice, but a translation, not a summary interpretation), 
an open mind and a respect for others’ views.  
The instructor is Dr. Craig Miller, and the coordinator is  
Dr. Ben Hubbard.

One God, Three Faiths: Jews,   
Christians and Muslims  

in Cooperation and Conflict
   The aim is to present an objective account of how these 

three traditions have interacted throughout their histories. 
This course will analyze why relations among them have 
been positive in some eras and negative in others. It will 
help to clarify the misunderstandings and outright bigotry 
that have resulted in bias, hatred and persecution among 
them. This course will offer suggestions about how these 
three “children of Abraham” might improve relations, 
especially in America, to prevent anti-Semitism, hatred 
of Christians and Islamophobia. The instructor is Dr. 
Ben Hubbard, and the coordinatorand the coordinator is 
Jeanette Reese.

“This course will offer suggestions about 
how these three “children of Abraham” 
might improve relations, especially in 

America, to prevent anti-Semitism, hatred  
of Christians and Islamophobia.”
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What’s Happening at the Board
By Chris Shaw, Editor

Following are highlights from OLLI’s Board of 
Trustees meeting on July 10, 2025:
• Board officers are updating their official written 
procedures for each function they are responsible 
for.
• Possible new position of VP Development, 
focusing on fundraising, is being evaluated.
• Possible new position of VP Marketing and New 
Member Solicitation is being evaluated.
• Executive Director Daisy Thomas is meeting 
with her counterparts at OLLI at UCI and OLLI 
at Cal State Long Beach to discuss collaborations, 
such as trips.
• OLLI’s Data Systems Engineer, Rishitha Bathini 
reported that the new TouchNet system is now 
programmed to handle new member registration, 
existing member renewals (including 90+ 
members), trip and special event registrations and 
payments, and course fee payments. She noted the 
system now includes: husband and wife members 
can both register at the same time, ChroniCLE and 
Blue Book mailing fees and an option to opt out 
of OLLI’s use of a member’s likeness in photos or 
videos. Also, pictures or flyers for trips and events 
may be added to the registration page.
• A proposal is being evaluated to have new 
tech courses that are proposed by the Technology 
Education Committee submitted to the Curriculum 
Committee to conform with the requirements for all 
other new program proposals.
• The Transitions in Retirement Committee was 
authorized to solicit fees for sponsorship from 
outside profit and non-profit organizations to 
help fund OLLI’s “Retirement Housing Choices 
Workshop and Resource Fair” scheduled for  
 October 4.

Save the 
Dates

Taiwan Trip 2026

   The best season to travel in Taiwan is October 
through May. The OLLI Trips Committee is planning a 
trip to Taiwan during March 2-14, 2026. Please save the 
dates to visit the beautiful island of Formosa.

   The trip will take 13 days and 11 nights to cruise 
around the whole island and visit all the sights, including 
the cities of Taipei, Yilan, Taidong, Kaohsiung, Tainan, 
Miaoli, Hsinchu and Jiufen. We will visit the National 
Palace Museum, Fo Guang Shan Temple, the national 
parks of Taroko, Kenting, Alishan and Moon Lake.  
We will travel by high-speed trains and coach buses.  
We will learn the Atayal indigenous culture, see the 
whole beautiful island and eat delicious Taiwanese food.  
The activity level is 3 (of a maximum level 5), 
including many walks. If you need a wheelchair, you 
must bring one along and pay for a companion to  
assist you. 

   Please go online to register at https://travelgallery.
com/olli-taiwan-2026. Deposit $250 and set up a payment 
schedule. Remember to purchase your travel insurance; 
it is mandatory. The Taiwan entry visa is free for 90 
days per entry.

   We expect at least 25 OLLI members to join us. We 
will all have different experiences and a wonderful time.
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Not Receiving OLLI Emails?
If you have unsubscribed in response to any OLLI email, you have unsubscribed from all OLLI 

emails,including the ChroniCLE emails. If, for any reason, you are not already receiving OLLI emails about 
upcoming classes, events, the ChroniCLE and special notices, you can subscribe (or re-subscribe) by going to 
http://bit.ly/OLLISubscription and entering your email address, first name and last name.

If you still have trouble receiving emails from OLLI, send an email to 
ollinewsbytes@hotmail.com and include your name and email address.

How to Get the ChroniCLE by Email - Save Trees and Stamps!
Unless you elected not to receive emails from OLLI, you are currently receiving an email each month 

announcing the new ChroniCLE for the upcoming month with links to view or download the publications. You 
can also access the most recent ChroniCLEs through links in the weekly OLLI newsletters and on the OLLI 
website.

If you are receiving the ChroniCLE in the mail, but no longer want it mailed to your home, send an email to 
olli-info@fullerton.edu  with your name and address stating: “Do not send me a ChroniCLE in the mail.” If 
you ever need the printed version, copies are always available in the OLLI office.

If you Need to Contact OLLI
Website: http://olli.fullerton.edu
Email: olli-info@fullerton.edu 

              Follow us on Facebook at https://www.Facebook.com/OLLICalStateFullerton and 
                                         Instagram at https://www.instagram.com/ollicsuf/




