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Probation
4,293,163

Parole
824,365

Prison
1,512,576

Jail
780,581

Total 
7,410,000 

U.S. Department of Justice, Bureau of Justice Statistics (2011) 
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“Slavery as an institution, during the end of 
the eighteenth century and throughout the 
nineteenth century […] managed to become a 
receptacle for all those forms of punishment 
that were considered to be barbaric by the 
developing [American] democracy. So rather 
than abolish the death penalty outright, it was 
offered refuge within slave law. This meant 
that white people were eventually released 
from the threat of death for most offenses, 
with murder remaining as the usual offense 
leading to a white’s execution. Black slaves, on 
the other hand, were subject to the death 
penalty in some states for as many as seventy 
different offenses. One might say that the 
institution of slavery served as a receptacle for 
those forms of punishment considered too 
uncivilized to be inflicted on white citizens 
within a democratic society. […] 
  --Abolition Democracy (2005) 

The Unfinished Project of American Abolition 

Angela Y. Davis 
Distinguished Professor Emerita  

History of Consciousness & Feminist Studies 
University of California, Santa Cruz 



“The prison system continues to carry out 
this terrible legacy. It has become a receptacle 
for all those human beings who bear the 
inheritance of the failure to create abolition 
democracy in the aftermath of slavery. And 
this inheritance is not only born by black 
prisoners, but by poor Latino, Native 
American, Asian, and white prisoners.” 
   
  --Abolition Democracy (2005) 

The Unfinished Project of American Abolition 

Angela Y. Davis 
Distinguished Professor Emerita  

History of Consciousness & Feminist Studies 
University of California, Santa Cruz 



Neither slavery nor involuntary servitude, 
except as a punishment for crime whereof the 
party shall have been duly convicted, shall exist 
within the United States, or any place subject to 
their jurisdiction. 

United States Constitution 
Thirteenth Amendment (1865) 
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Source: Edward Ayers, Vengeance and Justice: Crime and Punishment in the Nineteenth-Century  
American South (Oxford University Press, 1984), 61, 279 n.57. 
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Source: Alex Lichtenstein, Twice the Work of Free Labor: The Political Economy of  
Convict Labor in the New South (Verso 1996) 
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The Black Codes 
 

In 1906 the Georgia-Florida Sawmill Association, seeking to solve its labor shortage, 
passed a resolution calling on those states’ legislatures to “make the vagrancy laws of 
Georgia and Florida more effective.” Florida’s legislature complied by expanding the 
definition of vagrancy to encompass: 
 

Matthew Mancini, One Dies, Get Another (University of South Carolina Press, 1996) 183-184. 



Incarceration in State and Federal Prisons and Local  
Jails per 100,000, by Race, 1950-2008 

Source: Michael Tonry, Punishing Race: A Continuing American Dilemma (Oxford University Press, 2012) 



Drug War Racial Disparity 
Senator Jim Webb (D - Virginia) 

http://olli.fullerton.edu/_resources/pdfs/SenatorWebb_DrugWarStats.pdf
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Sourcebook of Criminal Justice Statistics (Table 1.2.2006):  
http://www.albany.edu/sourcebook/pdf/t122006.pdf 
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Sourcebook of Criminal Justice Statistics (Table 1.21.2006):  
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Source: Prerna Anand, “Winners and Losers: Corrections and Higher Education in California”  
(Los Altos: California Common Sense, 2012) 



$75,560 

http://www.latimes.com/local/lanow/la-me-prison-costs-20170604-htmlstory.html


Supporting the higher education and successful 
reintegration of the formerly incarcerated. 

Transformative 
Practices 

http://www.fullerton.edu/rebound/


•  Every person has inherent value and holds the 
power of possibility and transformation within 
them. 
 

•  Public resources are better invested in 
education and other opportunities for 
transformation than prisons and punishment. 
 

•  The integration and leadership of formerly 
incarcerated people is essential to the work of 
creating solutions to the social crisis of mass 
incarceration. 

Our Values 

http://www.fullerton.edu/rebound/
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