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Thank you all for being here for the 35th Anniversary Celebration of OLLI at Cal State Fullerton. 35. Wow – Just think, in 15 short years, our OLLI program will be old enough to start taking its own classes.
I kid, but from my perspective, if you are north of 50 and either retired or semi-retired and not taking OLLI classes, you are discounting a genuine opportunity to foil Father Time.
This truth is perhaps best articulated by actress Sophia Loren who once said, “There is a fountain of youth: It is your mind, your talents; the creativity you bring to your life and the lives of the people you love. When you learn to tap this source, you will truly have defeated age.”

With this in mind, I am here to recognize those being acknowledged for their service to OLLI, to celebrate 35 years of OLLI on our campus, and thank the 1,500 OLLI members and hundreds of volunteers who make “defeating age” look so darn good at Cal State Fullerton!
Ms. Sophia Loren’s contention has been verified by many psychological, health, and social behavior studies that suggest mental, physical, and social stimulation does indeed add quality years to our lives.
And think about the message it sends not just to the students some of you mentor and tutor in this program, but also your children and grandchildren who, through your actions, see the value in education and lifelong learning. 
But most importantly, think about what this program means to an institution with a stated commitment to diversity. While each of our cultural centers are key to wielding the power of our differences for the greater good of our students, the presence of OLLI and the age diversity its members bring to campus is no less important.
That is why the dream of the 47 charter members who launched the Continuing Learning Experience on campus 35 years ago along with the vision of Bernard Osher could not have found a better place to take flight than here at Cal State Fullerton.
And take flight it has. Thanks to many people in this room, today OLLI-CSUF offers some 340 courses, physical activities, and social engagement opportunities for its members, many of whom are alumni reconnecting with their alma mater in ways only possible through this program. 
Perhaps even more impressive is the fact that OLLI does all this without taxpayer support. Instead, its success is the direct result of the Osher Foundation, savvy budgeting, outstanding leadership, generous volunteers, and the many current and former OLLI members who donated north of $40,000 to the program last year alone. 
It is important to widely celebrate this 35-year milestone, particularly as the need for OLLI increases exponentially in our community. 
According to the California Department of Aging, the state’s population of adults age 60 and older is expected to grow more than twice as fast as the total population from now until the year 2020.
With that in mind, it’s important to remember Cal State Fullerton was placed here to serve all students, not just those enrolled in the university. Just as we have a responsibility to address the needs of the K-12 students in our region, we also must consider the needs of those hoping to better their minds and communities through lifelong learning after retirement. 
In this way, OLLI is a key contributor to Cal State Fullerton’s goal to not only be a model of inclusivity, diversity, and engagement, but also the model comprehensive university of the nation. 
For that, I commend you, wish you a happy 35th anniversary, and congratulate you on all of OLLI’s success. 
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